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TWO of the world's major soft-
ware houses are locked in battle
over home computers.

Both want to sign as many
micro makers as possible to use
their new standards — which
could lead to software which will
work on several computers as
well as more programming
features.

The two companieés are
Microsoft, with its MSX.stan-
dard, and Digital Research,
which has a combination of 113
CP/M opertating system — uséd
mostly for business micros — and
BASIC.

Already Microsoft says it has
broad agreement from 14
Japanese micro makers and the
first MSX adaptor would be
available for Spectravideo com-
puters by the end of the year with
an MSX computer by early next
year,

And more MSX computers are
expected to follow shortly after-
wards from Japanese companies.

As well as promising software
compatibility, the MSX standard
includes colour graphics and
sound and even the positions of
the ports.

It is based on the popular Z80A
Processor.

Digital Research, which has
recently opened an office in
Japan, already has CP/M, by far
the most popular operating
system for business micros,
MBASIC and the newly-
launched Personal BASIC,

Now it is marketing its eight-bit
CP/M operating system to home
computer makers.

How will the home micro user
benefit? David Fraser, UK head
of Microsoft, said: “‘They
wouldn’t see it — but how they
would benefit 15 they would get
more compatible and
sophisticated software."

He said 14 Japanese companies
had agreed 1o accept Microsoft's
MSX, with the backing of the
Japanese government.

And, in a comment which
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highlights the rivalry, he said:
“Digital Research are just not
popular in Japan — they have got
no sizeable shice of the market
there.

"1 think one will become
predominant, and that's MSX
with the weight of the Japanese
industry behind it. 1 would not
like to try and stop it."

Dhgital Research sees it dif-
ferently, of course. Its director of
European operations, Paul
Bailey, believes there may even-

tually be up 10 five compatible
systems, including the Digital
Research version,

He said: “It's a competitive
market. But the biggest competi-
tion is from home-grown
operating systems which has
caused a lot of fragmentation.”’

Digital Research was determin-
ed to be competitive throughout
the whole range of computers
from large disc-based business

Continued on page 3
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Software available from Boots.
W. H. Smith, John Menzies and other
major computer stores.
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MORE LucKY Dip!

STRETCH YOUR
MIND & MICRO
WiITH
MR. MIicrRO
GAMES
& Accsssomes

Mysternious Island Vicd WK

Your graphic adventure begins in'lh
escaping from prison in 3 kot air balloon -
try to lamd 1t on Mystersous [sland, then the
fuin really begins, ® Booby Trapped Ficlds #
Killer Bees ® Hostile Natives ® Hidden Clues
# Force Fields ® Capiure the Nautilus ® Full
Graphic Dhrlli'!u # Several Games lead 1o
Exciting Climax ® Separate Pracuce Program
# Includes Blank Dhata Tape o store the game
to play later. :

This EAETE FEC)LIres 3 hiﬂh lewvel of skill
and hightning reflexes. All successful
advenmnires can claim a undque personalised
award by sending Mr. Micro their hnal
pOsIriog af e cnd of the game - {For use with
Commodore Vic 20, M6k expansion, by
jovstick or keyboard ).

Ramdam Vic 20 E13.5%0

TThis secessory endbles p-.r-'q..:.nms whxch
would normally only work with 3k expansion
1o work with 2k or 16k expansion. LAMIDIAM
saves having to buv 3 3k pack if vou already
own an 8k or 16k. With RAMDAM and a
Commodors 16k expansion all known tape
garmes wall nun on vour Vic 2. & In-..tudrf-
Memory Test Program # Free 6-5k game

-MICROVADERS for use with Joysticks
Hunchy Spectrum 48k E6.90

Crnde Chasimaodo over the ramparts (o
rescue Esmeralda. Leap flames, dodge armows
and ning the bells. * Amaringly good graphics
* Fast Arcade Action ® You'll be surprsed at
what vour micro is capable of ® Very
demanding.

Diragon Tamer Diragon 32 £9.50

Allows Atan type and other digatal
jovsiticks (o be wsed with the Diragon—giving
better response and more control. For the first
time your Dragon will be able to reflect your
true skills. ® Achieve higher games soores @
Less Frustration.

Flus To ensure maximum value, :
Dragon Tamer includes two onginal games for
use with digital jovstcks:

Groldrush Vie 20 3-5k £5.90

"This graphic advenure program was the
first in the world to offer real gold for the
sucoessiul adventurer, An idea which has been

Our packaging has undergone a
complete re-design so that before you buy
anything you know exactly what the package
contains, how it works and what the screen
display will look like.

No lucky dip—we’ve got nothing to

Have you ever eagerly lmdf:d a new
program only to discover that you've wasted
vour hard earned cash? We know how you feel
—we've suffered too.

Our company, Mr. Micro Lid, has
grown out of a passion for home computing,

mitich copied but never equalled, ® Fun
Educational ® Challenging ® Clues ® Puzrles
#® Searches ® Fast Reaction Game.

Should you experience any difhiculry i
obtainng Mr. Micro products from your local
dealer, they are available post free direct from
Mr. Micro.

Send your remittance to:

an obsession that went far beyond a hobby.

We are determined 1o ensure that all
programs and accessories which bear the
Mr. Micro name are proven, tried, tested and
debugged and represent excellent value for
money. After all we were in from the beginning
and we have built ourselves a hard earned
reputation in the world of home computing.

hide. All our programs are well
written, exciung and exhilaranng,
designed to stretch vour
capabilities to the full and

extract every ounce of
performance from your

MICro.

69 Partungton Lane, Swinton, Manchester M27 3AL.,
England. Telephone: 061728

2252

Mr. Micro Led. 69 Partington Lane, Swinton,
Manchester M27 3AL.

Cheques should be made pavable 1o
Mr. Micro Led. Plesse allow 28 davs for
delivery,
Mote to dealers

You should beneht greathy by stocking
the Mr. Micro range of sofrware and
acoesonies, For further details telephone
Jim Gregory at Mr. Micro without delay

TRADE DISTRIBUTION BY:
L' mgt &, :='..,m'-:,':|.:'; |.=|-:'-.'-|.'|'I-: [ead. Esc
Branch Road, Lower Darwen, Lancs, BHAOFR
Ted: 0354 &2] 211
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systems 10 inexpensive home
models.

Its standard could even offer
built-in “‘expert systems’’ like
home lawyer and home doctor as
well as improved graphics and
better facilities for spreadsheets
and databases.

Mr Bailey, who reckoned his
company would have finished its
development work in six months,
said: **It’s going to be a lot more
exciting. You will be able to get a
lot more done.™

However, Gail Wellington,
Commodore’s UK software
manager, saw a distinct disadvan-
tage — in standardising on one¢
system development would be
frozen.

She believed it would be most
useful for business computers
where the demand was for more
memory and speed, rather then
colour, sound and special effects.

She thought a standard could
be offered to home users as a
plug-in option, or built-in and
switchable.

Tandy's customer services
manager, Graham Richardson,
said: **1'd like to see it happen. At
the present time there is such con-
fusion in the minds of the users.

**But would a buyer come back
next week and buy his software
from you, or will he go to the
shop down the road? It can only
do us good — we have never been
particularly disturbed about
other people selling software for
Qur computers.,

“‘And there would be an ob-
vious advantage for software
authors to sell their programs
Jots more people without having
o convert, "’

Lots of
storage for
CEM micros

For VIC-20 and Commodore 64
owners who want a lot of storage,
Automation and Power Systems
has brought out a dual floppy
disk umit which takes 3-inch flop-
py disks. The disks store 125K in
single density and 250K in double
density format.

The only drawback is that at
£400, the unit costs guite a bit
more than the computers.
Aurtomation & Power Svysiems,
6-8 Foredown Drive, Portslade,
Brighton
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FREE SPECTRUM
CATALOGUE
24 pages of Spectrum best.
Call 24 hours
Leave name & address clearly
01-789 8546
SOFTWARE SUPERMARKET

Micro group tells
Minister. Act now

A four-strong delegation from
the Computer Trades Assoc-
iation met Trade Under Sec-
retary John Butcher,

They discussed soft-
ware piracy, education and
the ‘unfair’ import levy — six
per cent on computers but 13
per cent on components —
which makes it cheaper to
manufacture abroad.

After the meeting, CTA
general secretary Nigel Back-
hurst said: We felt that we
and the minister were think-
ing along the same lines. The
main problem is that the
Government did not realise
the urgency, that action has
to be taken quickly.’

The CTA is taking legal
advice over tapes which can
copy commercial software,
and believes there is a poss-
ibility of persuading the Dir-
ector of Public Prosecutions
to take criminal action for
conspiracy.

GEC buys
most of Torch

GEC, the giant industrial
group, has bought a 76 per
cent stake in Torch Com-
puters from three company
shareholders,

Chairman Martin Vrieland-
Boddy and managing director
Peter Harris, who founded
Torch two vyears ago, retain
their 24 per cent holding.

A Torch spokesman said

the ‘large sum of money’ was
needed for research, develop-
ment and marketing, and that
GEC believed it was a good
opportunity to buy into a
high technology company.

The lowest priced Torch
is £2,795 with 96K of RAM,
and the company has just
launched the Super Torch
and 300 Series work station.
Each Torch incorporates a
board from Acorn which is
also used in the BBC micro.
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HAVEN HARDWARE
MICROCOMPUTERS,
HARDWARE & SOFTWARE

RETAIL OUTLET: 85 Secotch Street, Whitehaven, Cumbria Tel:
(1946 66586

OFFICE: 4 Asby Road, Ashy, Workinglon, Cumbria CAl4 4RR
Tel: 0946 86 627

Ketail outlet opening hours 4.0 pm (o 7.00 pm Wednesday,
Nhorsday & Friday, 11.00 am to 7.0 pm Saturday.

Orders can be sent to either address, or made by phone using any
ACCESS CARD or YISA.
DEALER ENQUIRES WELCOME.

SEE US AT THE ZX MICROFAIR AUGUST 20th

SPECIAL LOW PRICES ON MOST SOFTWARLE.
ZXB1 HARDWARE LX Spectirum HARIDWARE
Inverse Video Module KIT £3.50 Sound Amplifier KIT £3.95 BUILT
BUILT £4.95 £5.95
Repeating Key Module KIT £3.95 {Plugs in — needs speaker)
BUILT E5.95 Input Output Port KIT £12.95
Kevboard Beeper KIT £6.95 BUILT BUILT £16,
iﬂ.':.q:: ard Entry Mod: KIT £2.95 Edge Connector Long Pins £3
H{?Iinlqr}_-l ;;;I s RCRC: + Edge Connector Short Pins !._I-:;ﬂ
Input Output Port KIT £11.95 Edge Card i1
BUILT £15.95
kevboard with Repear KIT E21.95
BUILT E26.95
Edge Connector Long Pins £2.95
Fdge Connector Short Pine £1.50
Edge Card E1.50
SPECIAL OFFER ZX SPECTRUM PATIENCE £4.95SPECIAL OFFER
Works on any ZX Spectrum — Why not have a change from space
invaders?
REPULSER will be relaunched for the ZX Spectrum 48K at the ZX
Microfair,
COMPUTERS JUPITER ACE £79.00 ORIC-1 48K £149.95

SPECTRUM |6k £98.95 SPECTRUM 48K £129.95

Prices include VAT, postage £1.00 on Computers, free on other
arders.
Software available for ZX SPECTRUM, ZX81, ORIC-1, BBC,
VIC-20 & DRAGON ar special discount prices.

JUPITER ACE INPUT OUTPUT
PORT KIT £13.95 BUILT £17.95

S.A.E. for Software and Hardware details. Please state computer(s)-

DONTMISSTHIS
INCREDIBLE OFFER!

50 GAMES
S e

l r“-..._'.-"

oneassetie lorall
the follow ing:

e s | SPECTRUM
pan canpinG. SIS C | el LYNX
DRAGON
ATARI VK=4Y

Pa——
QEBAIB

SUPPLY CASSETTE 50 FOR COMPUTER
I enclose cheque/P.O.

YES, 50 GAMES!

FOR YOUR MICRO

SOFTWARE
CASCADES NOUSE
BARGAN'S LANE
LLANDOGO

FWENT

tim@a@éﬁﬁt

Address __
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DON'T JUST
TAKE
WORD FORIT!

SUMLOCK MICROWARE
SUPERB SOFTWARE FOR THE VIC 20

hr

5P.01 SKRAMBLE SP.02 JUMPIN JACK SP.03 TRIAD Defend
Destroy the enemy Crass abusy road and  your base against the
watch out ror the installations and treacherpus river toget suscidle fleets of alier
rnes and wandefin: n*.-s.ﬁ.i;*'.-r.T":n:ur I:I'|-.'||'-I Jack home. Joystick or  hoverships. Jowsticks
OOT. JOVSTICH Or || QUMD SED. JOYST keyvboard. Multi-colour of keyvboard

"3 £7.95 % mr,‘“’g? 95 Mione £7.95 " £7.95
CHORTER

SP.04 GRIDTRAP
Defuse the bombs

LA W f- "
a1l T
. w7
EF 15 SCORPION EF' 16 MULTITRON SP.06E ASTRO 3. 07 CHUF‘FEH ATTHCH
Lastroy t ..--:'-::'x-'..:- heé Bggest alién FICHTERS and destroy the anemy
cacti and deadly encounterof a It me, Aspace duel played by base but watch out for
SCOFPIONS 1O SuUrnive Wave af T--l W ave WO DIAYErs 3t once quided missiies
J'\-::!.hT-i'l-. Or MéyDoard IMYASIDN ACtion Requiires soystick SOVSTM K OF meyboard

MSCose E‘?‘ 95 Joyst -.i- R D M code
L '|r|| i oo

w5798 "= P985 T galen

ARCHTE

SPQGLI!'.FIEHT upl 5P 10 SPACE RESCUE
with adeadly hombre Pilot your réscue craft

SP.0B DESTROYER
Battle against Sea Al

SP13STARSHIP
ESCAPE Acompelling

attack with the mna '.'.'-.',“f.'.l-j.": ".:‘I::-':‘\'_G:J‘. I;I'I.f:":.:-:",-!'- the astero:d and exciting real time
destroyer H.M.5 play th Carmputer Delf and save the stran -:r-::?-.f ﬁ:-.-::x—'-u:'hl—'r.
VigTory. JOVSTICK mot 2rd prayer _I'_!"'-J‘" ¥ ded rreﬂ JoysticK or - ture: '-:m oystickor

Koy oard

£6.95 w/ code

reguired

M/code ET 95
R

or meyiodrd
M code

" £6.95 E.Ei 95

AHD THE
COMMODORE 64

LWO1 SKHRAMBLE Enhanced features. Hi-res
qr prite graphics. Synthy x!n.- i

£8.95

opt I'l

SP.14 DATA PACK LWCIS
Athreeprogramdata | Synthy
intriguing puzzlesand file handling utility & Playerand game|
games for all package and

amil j | LWod GRIDTRAP Hires grap
thefamily EE.BE combined educational

iz EB 95 Spritegraphics. Synthysaur |j‘- ._'.

SEND FOR YOUR SUMLOCK
MICROWARE Now !DH FOR A FREE

--r-,_m-. BROCHURE AND YOUR NEAREST
ALER INFORMATION
“'061 834 4233 DEALER INFORM

S5P.12 PUZZLE PACK
A compendium of six

MICROWARE
198 Deansgate, Manchester, M3 3NE. Dept. HCS1.




Fighting dragons is all in a day’s work for the men from Crash

with a
human face

Crash Micro Games, a new
software-by-post company
recently set up in Ludlow, wants
to see an end to faceless mail
order.

According to Roger Kean, one
of the three partners in Crash,
compuler games represent a
major new area of entertainment,
| but producers and distributors
aren’t treating it with the sort of
showbiz zap found in the pop
musi¢ industry. Yet in many ways
the two are very similar.

“Games playing is enjoyvable,

but the choosing and purchasing
of games should be just as much
fun. Our customers should know
who they are talking to and buy-
ing from."

Crash designs ils own ads,
which are intended 1o have the
human rather than hi-tech touch,
as well as its catalogue, which it
describes as “‘an eight-page ex-
lravaganza''.

Currently the company sells
over 30 titles by post, all for the
Spectrum. But it will be expan-
ding into ZX81, BBC and
Dragon softiware soon.

send 50p, treepost, for a copy
of the catalogue; you get the 50p
back with vour first order.
Crash Micro Games Action,
Ludlow, Shrops 5Y8 IBR

From data to
music — and
back

Sanyo is the latest manufacturer
to bring out a cassetie recorder
aimed specifically at home com-
puler users.

But a useful feature of the
DR101 lets you change from data

to music mode at the flick of a
switch. A third data mode allows
you to hear the data as it’s being
loaded or recorded.

Other features are recording
level indicator and tape counter
with reset. The recorder will run
off mains or battery, and sells for
around £45.

Sanyo, & Grevcaine Road, Grey-
caine Estate, Watford, Heris
WD2 40U

US software
firm acts on
rentals

A lawsuit currently i progress in
the US over software rental could
have important repercussions on
the software industry in this
country.

MicroPro, which makes
business microcomputer soft-
ware and produced the WordSiar
word processing program, has
taken soltware rental company
United Computer Corporation to
court, claiming copyright infr-
ingement.

MicroPro wants UCC to pay
damages of 310 million, and the
four company principals to pay
31 million each.

The company ‘‘licenses”’
rather than sells its software to
customers, on condition that the
programs are not lent out or
copied.

Last autumn MicroPro and
Digital Research were jointly
awarded 3250,000 in a suit charg-
ing Dataforce International with
illegal software copying.

MicroPro's General Counsel

Eric Giardina expects the current
case to encourage other US soft-
ware companies (o start pro-
ceedings against rental com-
panies.

And David Butcher, director
of MicroPro’s UK division,
warned that similar action might
be taken against rental companies
in this country,

Programs

that mean
business

Sharp has launched a range of
business software for its MZ-80A
micro.

There are six programs in the
range: Directory, Price List,
Sales Ledger, Purchase Ledger,
Invoicing and Stock Control.
They cost £19.95 each, including
a user manual.

Each program can be used
separately, but the range has been
designed to work as a complete
system Loo.

Sharp, Sharp House, Thorp
Road, Manchester MI10 9BE

You could be
Oon OuUr pages

We welcome programs articles and tips from
our readers.

PROGRAMS should, if possible, be computer
printed to a width of 48 characters (use a
new ribbon) and/or sent on cassette. Check
carefully that they are bug-free. include
details of what your program does, how it
works, variables you have used and hints on
conversion.

ARTICLES on using home computers should
be no longer than 2,000 words. Don't worry
about your writing ability — just try to keep
to the style in HCW. Articles most likely to be
published will help our readers make better
use of their micros by giving useful ideas,
possibly with programming examples. We
will convert any sketched illustrations into
finished artwork.

TIPS are short articles, and brief
programming routines which we can put
together with others. Your hints can aid

other computer users. '

Competitive rates are paid.

Keep a copy of your submissions and include
an SAE if you want them returned. Label
everything clearly and give a daytime and
home phone number if you can.

Paul Liptrot, Home Computing Weekly, 145
Charing Cross Road, London WC2H OEE
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"NEW RELEASES
FOR DRAGON 32 FROM

X Solamander Software]
N A Al -

‘FH&HI{L]H'H TOMB £9.95
Franklin's Tomb is an adventure for one player. Can you, as Dan Dia-
mond, solve the riddle of the erypt, or will you fall prey to its mystery as
s0 many other before you. Franklin's Tomb comes complete with a 20
page fully illustrated case file,

EVEREST £7.95
Mestled on the border between Tibet and Nepal, the highest mountain in
the world. Everest, Goddess Mother of the world, towers five and a half
miles above sea level. In 1953, Sir Edmund Hilary and Sherpa Tenzing
Morgay were the first men to conquer the unconguerable., Now you have
the chance to scale the summit of Everest, Lhotse or Nuptse. Will vour at-
tempt end in tragedy, or will your name live forever in the annals of
mountaineering history.

GRINDRUNNER £7.95

By the year 2190 the Earth is a barren and desolate wasteband, With all
natural resources used up, the human race’s last hopes rest with a huge or-
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'] biting solar power station known as GRID. Now the GRID has been in- f : (
vaded by a race of evil droids from Frogfax V, intent on the total subjuga- *ﬁ_ A
tion of Earth. To combat these droids, an incredibly powerful. and A - \

i manoeuverable ship, the Gridrunner, was developed. Your mission stop (15 1 i /
o the droids and save the Earth! Gridrunner is an arcade game requiring | _ ‘i
. joystick. 3
JIDRAGON 32 and TANDY 32K (please specify): I BBC :!IU[)L; B .1 :
1_ rek £9.95 Wizard War £7.95. Dragon Bider £7.95, Tanks: £7.93. Games r
|é?i-.|.;||}"jlllj_'l‘5jlitk Grand |rr|l1.; ll;-._:;_:_ Vulcan Comp Bl £6.95. Games Comp B3I £6.95. “t}f * /
INoughts & Crosses £7.95. Games Comp EDG Graphics (1ape) £24.95. EDG Graphics J k\
D1 £7.95. Salamander Graphics System (disc) £29.95. : i "A? /
(£9.95. Super Skill Hangman £7.93, Star ORIC I: Oric Trek £9.95. Games Comp: 0l \
Jammer £7.95. Nightlight £7.95, £7.95, /
NOW AVAILABLE AT MAJOR BRANCHES OF: \".\

‘.“ Mail Order (add 50p p&p) and Catalogues (send SAE) from:
I“'Ih Dept C, SALAMANDER SOFTWARE, 27 Ditchling Rise, Brighton,
! East Sussex BN1.40L. Tel: 0273 771942
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ONE MAN'S VIEW

-

‘Times are
a-changing
for software

The software indusiry is fast approaching maiurity. A change is
taking place from an amateur backreom industry to a professional
big business. This is conclusively proved by the arrival of Virgin
Games and Ultimate on the scene.

The change can only be good for the customer. Qualily,
especially in games, is rising sharply, caused by increasing
competition and more critical reviews in magazines. It will be hard
fo beat the gquality of games like Ultimare's Jer Pac for the

Spectrum.

o e gl

All rhis has meant greater pressure on programmers (o be
constantly bertering their creations. A thoroughly professional
atiitude now has 1o be taken with each new game.

More and more frequently, teams of people are involved in
producing a program. Artists (o design the graphics; specialists (o
advise on sound effects; and often offensive critical testers.

Programmers not only need to know how o write code, but
must be good all-rounders roo. They must have a talent for
drawing, a reasonable understanding of music and sound effects,
and greater-than-average knowledge of hardware,

A lot of software houses are now moving over from freelance
programmers to full-time, in-house programmers, who can ake
the most of time and expertise without running up a huge phone
bill. The days of the schoolboy programmer who earns more than
his father are numbered; the public just won’t tolerate amateurs
any more.

o0 O 0

Owver the next few years, [ foresee the software houses
becoming the record labels and the programmérs the equivalent of
pop stars. This is a tried and tested technique which has worked for
JSilms and records, and will work again.

On the .i'ﬁ'bﬁ'ﬂ of marketing, a more honest atlitude to adveri-
ising is bound to develop soon because of the disillusionment with
carmpanies who spend more on hyped-up advertising than they do
developing their programs. No-one wanis (o pay £5 or £6 for a
Jancy casselte insert covering a gammie which is a mere apology for
what was advertised.

g O 0D O

There has been a lot of discussion in HCW s columns on the
subject of software pricing. | don’t think the general public
: iates the cost of launching a software cassetie, No-one can
predict whether a game will be a roaring success or a pitiful flop,
and you've got to cover yourself against copying (0o,

Not until bankruptcies start occurring among the amateurs
who only put people off buying further cassettes will prices start (¢
drop to a more reasonable £3.50 or £4 — but they 'l never go aslow
as £1.50

As one who knows the software business from the inside, I'd
say that the public should be careful when spending their money,
and always look at a .PE!-’ecrmn of programs before buving. If you
think a program’s too expensive, don’'t buy it! Sales or the lack of
them are the only thing that will guarantee a belter situation for
both consumer and software company.

L% S & O o JH

. David J. Anderson :
Spectrum programmer for Silversoft and Romik,Saltcoats,

Software writers —
it’'s your agent

If you've wrillen a program you
think might make the big time,
you may be interested to hear that
Neil Gibson & Co will act as an
agent for software writers,

John Courage, a marketing
consultant who set up the ven-
ture, explained: *‘In publishing
or music, writers take their work
to agents who negotiate the best
deals for them. Software 1s the
only industry | know of where
this doesn’ Hmm:r:. n as a matter of
course. Writers have to try and
fend for themselves.”

He first got interested in the
software market after hearing
about an offer a software com-
pany had made to two of hisson’s
friends. He said: **I was frankly
appalled at the terms of the offer.

“I advised them to have
nothing to do with it, and within
three weeks | managed Lo get
them an offer at four times the
previous amount, and on much
more straight forward terms.”’

Mr Courage set up his venture
six months ago, after researching
the market for a vear. As part of
his research, he says, he looked at
all the commercially available
software for the Sinclair micros.

"My assistants and | now have
cupboards full of cassettes,” he
said. “*lt hasn’t gone down very
well with our wives,””

Like any other kind of agent,
Neil Gibson doesn’t ask pro-
grammers for any money until
they've actually been paid for a
program. Programs that are sent
in but considered unsuitable are
simply returned.

If the company thinks a pro-
gram does have potential, it will
advise on how it could be improv-
ed and, in some cases, provide a

complete marketing service, n-
cluding packaging and a sales
representative.

To assess programs, Neil Gib-
son uses the services of a paid user
panel, who play the games and
say what they like and dislike
about them,

In the six months the venture
has been underway, Mr Courage
says they have been sent about
200 programs, of which half have
had to be rejected. A quarter are
being improved, and a quarter
have been placed with software
companies.

If it succeeds in selling a pro-
gram to a company, Neil Gibson
takes from six 1o 25 per cent of the
proceeds, depending on how
much work has gone into the
deal.

“But we have 1o accept the
same terms as the programmer’’,
Mr Courage said. “'If they're
paid a percentage of sales, then
we have to wait for our percen-
tage.

“*In some cases a percentage
will be a better deal than a flat fee,
and we're bound by the terms of
our contract to seck the besl
possible deal for the program-
mer,

“And if by any chance we
spend more on promoting a pro-
gram than we get back, we don't
ask the programmer to make the
loss good.™

Mr Courage said he expected
the venture to start making a pro-
fit in two years' Lime. *“*We
believe it's a market with a good
long-term future, and we're
prepared to wait,"’

Netl Gibson & Co, 42 Abbeyeate
;:::n?ﬂ, Bury St Edmunds, Suf-
Olk

PIRATE

is a new adventure game for young people. YOU are a pirate, and
it's your job to explore an unchartered ocean. Simple function key
presses (no spelling required) ensure easy sailing around the MNew
"-";m[d What will vou find? Treasure trove? Savage islanders? One of
HM Ships out to get you? THERE has NEVER been a BBC
Twao full-colour and sound programs for £9.25 {all inclusive)

‘B game like it!

kso*t

(Dept H6)

GWL

Details of these and more (sae please) from:

Lowmoor Cotlage
Tonedale
WELLINGTON
Somerset TA21 0AL

Trade and Export enquiries welcome.
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Going for the record

Anco Software is hoping to push
down the price of programs — by
releasing them on 7 in records in-
stead of cassettes.

Anco’s proprietor Philip
Sands said: “‘1 heard that so-
meone had released a music single
with a program on the back and
thought, why don't [ giveitatry?

“I rang round a few record
producers to get estimates and
found a company that's given me
a really good deal — it’s going to
cost half of the price of producing
a cassette."’

Mr Sands aims to appeal
mainly to young computer games
players buying software out of
their pocket money. ‘‘At
present’’, hesaid, *‘the only way
for them to buy games is to save
for a few weeks, or bribe one of
their parents to buy it for them."

The first programs Anco is
releasing on record are for the
Spectrum. There is a 10-games
pack and a new game, Sam Slug,
which will both run on the 16K
machine, and a 48K version of
Defender. Each game will cost
£2.25 inc postage and packing.

The games can be loaded
directly from a record player into
the Spectrum via the headphone
socket, but Anco recommends
that a cassette backup copy is
made in case the record gets scrat-
ched.

Philip Sands wants to drop
the price of the software records
still further if the idea catches on.

Meanwhile, he will be continuing

to supply Anco software on
cassette.

Anco Software, 25 Corsewall
Street, Coatbridge

Id
£~

W,

Prize-winner Francis Ho (left) and Audiogenic’s Susan Allan and

David Smithson

Francis gets
our top prize

Francis Ho got the top treatment
when he came to our offices last
week.,

He was first prize-winner in a
competition in the ninth issue of
Home Computing Weekly.

And the presentation was
made in the boardroom by David
Smithson, product manager of
the sponsors of the competition,
Audiogenic.

In the competition readers
were asked to find Audiogenic
software titles — among a list
provided — hidden in a word
square, '

PFage 8

Francis, a trainee chartered ac-
countant, aged 22, found them
all. His share of the £1,000 worth
of prizes was Audiogenic’s
Wordcraft 20 word processor
cartridge for the VIC-20 plus
£150-worth of software from
Augiogenic’s catalogue. Total
value of his prizes: £300.

He was also given a preview of
some of the new software due out
soon. Al the presentation to
Francis were Paul Liptrot, of
Home Computing Weekly; Mr
Smithson and Susan Allan, of
Audiogenic; and Jeremy Bigg
and Fran McMillan, of
Audiogenic’s public relations
consultants,

HOME COMPUTING WEEKLY 19 July 1983

Win a prize
with your
Spectrum

If you're a Spectrum owner living
in the Portsmouth area, tune into
Radio Victory this Saturday for a
competition designed with your
micro in mind.

The competition is in the
form of a program written for
Radio Victory by Portsmouth-
based software company
Automata.

Load the program into your
Spectrum — either direct from
the radic or from a tape
recording — run it, and you'll
find a couple of lines that might

seem familiar.
If you think you know where

they come from, write in to Radio
Victory's DJ Dave Carson, and

you could be among the lucky
prize winners.

The idea for the competition
came from Radio Victory, but
Automaita is no stranger to radio.
As well as software, the company
specialises in “‘all-round enter-
tainment’’, according to director
Christian Penfold.

It has worked with Radio
Victory before, producing a
20-week quiz series which Chris-
tian said was *‘rather like Univer-
sity Challenge without the
brains'’.

The Spectrum competition
will be broadcast every Saturday
for the next three weeks between
1 and 2 pm. As well as Port-
smouth, readers in Southamp-
ton, Petersfield, Arundel,
Solent, the Isle of Wight and
Gosport should be able to hear
the broadcast.

From books to software

Another sign of the shape of
things to come in the software
market: paperback book
distributors Websters Group has
announced that it’s moving into
software.

The arrival of large companies
like Websters, which come on to
the software scene ready armed
with experience of marketing and
promotion in other fields, 1s just
part of the steady profes-
sionalisation of home computer
software.

Clive Digby-Jones, who is in
charge of the Websters Software
operation, said: **We’'ll be selling
into retatlers, who won't by any
means be just computer shops,
on the basis of servive and
marketing support.

““Instead of having to deal with
dozens of different suppliers, the
retailer will be able to obtain all
the worthwhile titles for some 15

different computers from just
one source."”

Websters plans to start off with
400 programs, mainly games but
also some educational and small
business software. This list is ex-
pected to quickly double in size as
new titles come out but
Websters says it will select titles
first to make sure they are good
quality.

Marketing manager Jenny
Trus said: “*We want Websters
Software to be associated with
titles that work and are good
value for money.

‘““Any retailer who deals with
us is not just buying con-
signments of software, but an en-
tire package including product
evaluation, testing and marketing
support.”

Websters Software, Langham
Park, Catteshall Lane, Godalm-
ing, Surrey GUI7 ING

Games with a
longer life

People deserve more than run of
the mill Space Invader games —
that’s what Jabberwocky
Software thinks.

Its first program, From
Russia With Luck, took
Jabberwocky's Jean Frost eight
months to write. The game is an
adventure based on real-life
information: its database
includes information from
Thomas Cook's timetables and
the ABC World Airways Guide.

The aim of the game is to
travel from Russia to Italy, trying
to out-shoot and out-manoeuvre
the KGB as you go.

According to Chris Smith of
Jabberwocky, ‘‘it has arcade
action, but you need to use skill
and judgement too"’,

Jabberwocky's next
offering will be Epic, *‘an
adventure game with a
difference’’ for the BBC micro,

Another game is “‘waiting
for clearance from a higher
authority’’, according to Chris
Smith, “*It’s something to do with
the RAF", he said.

But he emphasised, *‘‘we
won't be rushing games on (o the
market. We believe in quality
games, and those take time to
write."”

Jabberwocky Software, 610
Washwood Heath Road,
Birmingham B8 2HG
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I‘rt.l rElum of post this cassette provides a
prodgressive stage by stage
introduction o guitar
plaving. Starting from the
basics of tuning and going
right through to song
accompaniment.

The graphics and sound
facilities combine together

. ET.00
Lase r:-‘.nund GAMES PACK....£5
Sums for Fun/Maths Attack.... £5.00
EGG FARM.. .. £5.50
Learn to play GUITAR. ... £6.00
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Name o make every step clear
and concise. This program
Address is ideal Tor aspiring
Age : musicians.
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